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I. Summary

This curriculum is designed to be used in conjunction with the exhibition Machu Picchu: Unveiling
the Mystery of the Incas, to be held at the Peabody Museum of Natural History at Yale University
in New Haven, Connecticut, from January 26 to May 4, 2003. Teachers can make arrangements for
their class to visit the exhibition by calling Janet Sweeting, Head of Public Education, at (203) 432-
3775. The teacher and student guides to the exhibition can be picked up at the Museum’s admis-
sions desk.

The curriculum has been developed for social studies teachers in middle school classrooms. It is
also suitable for high school world history and Spanish classes. The activities are designed to be
used in tandem with the background article included in the curriculum (see Section IV, “The Inca:
From Village to Empire”). Teachers are encouraged to choose the activities that are most suitable
to their own curriculum and the time they have available.

The curriculum supports the Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum Framework for middle school
(see Appendix C). Writing activities are designed to prepare students for the content area portion
of the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) and the interdisciplinary writing section of the Connecti-
cut Academic Performance Test (CAPT).

A second curriculum for middle school science teachers is under development.
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II. Note to Teachers

Curriculum Design

This curriculum is designed to be used in conjunction with the exhibition Machu Picchu: Unveiling
the Mystery of the Incas. If you cannot attend the exhibition, go to the Peabody Museum’s Machu
Picchu website at http://www.yale.edu/machupicchu and take a virtual tour of the exhibition to
complement the curriculum.

The curriculum has been developed for social studies students in grades 6 to 9. It can be adapted
for use by other grade levels. The curriculum is designed as a two-week unit, including the visit to
the exhibition. Each daily lesson is intended to take one class period. All classroom activities are
designed to stand alone. If you do not have time to do the entire two-week unit, choose the ac-
tivities that fit in best with your curriculum and the ability levels of your students.

The curriculum is organized around information contained in the background article “The Inca:
From Village to Empire” (see Section 1V). The activities, including handouts, depend on informa-
tion included in each day’s reading assignment. It is therefore imperative that students read the
material before doing the day’s activities. The daily lesson plans are organized sequentially and are
keyed to build on information contained in each day’s reading. A glossary provides definitions of
key words and concepts. Defined words are printed in boldfaced type the first time they appear in
the background article; foreign words are italicized. A vocabulary exercise is included after each
day’s reading assignment. You may want to quiz students on the vocabulary to encourage them to
do each day’s reading ahead of class.

Using the Inquiry Approach

The curriculum uses the inquiry approach. Each day’s activities begin with an overarching inquiry
question. Write the question on the board and present it at the beginning of each class period. Ask
students to discuss it at the end of the day’s activities.

Modifying the Material to Fit Your Students’ Needs

We encourage you to adapt the curriculum to your students’ age and ability levels. For example, if
you feel that the reading assignments are too advanced for your students, consider providing the
information in lecture form. You can supply some answers on handouts where prior knowledge is
assumed (for example, by giving students information on the Roman Empire if they have not stud-
ied it). You may want to consider reducing the number of foreign words included as vocabulary
words.

The “Student Guide to Machu Picchu: Unveiling the Mystery of the Incas” is designed to focus stu-
dents’ attention and encourage them to study highlighted exhibition material. Ask them to fill it
out during the visit and to complete it at home.
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I1l. Objectives

Knowledge
Students will gain an in-depth knowledge of the geography of South America.

Students will learn about how mountains affect climate, plant and animal ecology and the daily
life of humans living in the region.

Students will learn about the history, economy and social life of the Inca Empire.
Students will learn about the impact of the Spanish Conquest on the Andean people.

Students will learn about the archaeological site of Machu Picchu, built by the Inca.

Attitudes
Students will learn that society can be organized effectively in ways very different from our own.
Students will learn about how environment can be manipulated in different ways to support life.

Students will appreciate the accomplishments of native South American cultures before the arrival
of Europeans.

Skills

Students will create a topological map to understand the impact of the Andes Mountains on the
climate of South America.

Students will practice testing hypotheses to come to a conclusion based on available evidence.

Students will practice developing an analytical essay by examining how the Inca Empire was or-
ganized in the absence of writing, money and the wheel.

Students will practice writing across disciplines in preparation for the CMT and CAPT.



